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Collaboration in care home 
research
• Key partners
• Range of needs and interest
• Risks if insufficient collaboration



Approaches to public 
involvement in DACHA
• Co-applicants
• PPIE Panel
• Collaboration with National Activity Providers’ 

Association
• Consultations with varied experts
• Advisory group membership



Co-applicants

• Input at key developmental stage
• Developing shared expectations
• Maintaining relationships



Family carers, care staff and 
care home managers
• PPIE Panel
• Mixed membership
• Facilitating to draw out contributions 

from all
• Supporting participation



Older people living in care 
homes
• Aim to build relationships and 

trust
• Working with National Activity 

Providers Association
• Involvement materials co-

produced between researchers 
and activity providers

• Range of activities carried out by 
activity providers with interested 
residents

• Fed back to research team



Care home industry, regulators, 
commissioners and  policy expertise

• Tailored consultation activities at 3 
points in the programme

• Brought together specific expertise
• On-line consultation for detailed 

engagement



What is valued: wellbeing and 
quality of life
• Measuring what is valued may be 

challenging
• Implications for the MDS in this project
• Potential to advance MDS beyond 

other examples



Desire for real time information 
sharing in MDS
• To bring major return for care 

home staff for their contribution to 
data

• For deepening family engagement 
without adding to burden on staff

• For residents wanting better 
information on their health care

• But beyond scope of DACHA 



Responsibility for 
recommendations
• Tendency for organisations, systems and ways of 

working to shift in response to data collection 
requirements

• What will be valued in routine care influenced by 
data that is expected

• Informative data may underpin planning, inform 
policy

• Varied sector with varied capacity for responding to 
expectations to provide data

Emphasising the importance of collaboration with 
the relevant groups throughout the programme



Thank you for your interest

https://dachastudy.com
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